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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-0519
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Lee, Jones, Crescimbeni, Gulliford, Love, Anderson and Bishop
Date of Introduction: July 28, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS, R
Date of Analysis: July 24, 2015
Type of Action: Amend Chapter 122 (Public Property) Section 122.461, Ordinance Code
Bill Summary: This bill amends Chapter 122 (Public Property), Section 122.461 (Donation for Residential Housing), Ordinance Code, to increase the value of property the City may donate from $25,000 to $50,000 and provides additional criteria for those entities accepting donation of property; and adopts a policy created by the Housing and Community Development Division to evaluate and approve entities eligible for donation of property for residential affordable housing.
Background Information: The Special Ad Hoc Committee on Neighborhood Blight accepted the report from the Zombie subcommittee on May 27, 2015 to amend the Ordinance Code.  The changes would allow private entities to receive donations from the City that would assist with getting properties back on the tax roll for revenue purposes. The Housing and Community Development Division will be required to submit an annual report of new groups approved; number and value of donations; and name of entity receiving property to the appropriate committee of the City Council. Prior to donation, the District Council Member is provided 90 days to comment or object. If that time expires, the Chief of Real Estate Division may file legislation before Council to donate the property. Additionally, the approved entity receiving the donation must maintain front yard landscaping per donation agreement; be current on all property taxes for parcels owned at the time of conveyance; free of any Code Enforcement or nuisance liens on any parcels owned.
Policy Impact Area: Planning and Development Department, Office of Property Appraiser, Office of General Counsel, Housing and Urban Development, Procurement Division
Fiscal Impact: The increased value of City donated property from $25,000 to $50,000.
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